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MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Terrorism -- ACTION MEMORANDUM

(u) As you know, the USG has been seriously concerned with the difficult
problem of terrorism, and the Department of Defense is involved in nu-
merous ways with the effort to cope with it. The dimensions of this
problem could well Increase, along with the implications for this Depart-
ment.

(FOuO) In light of the above, the Assistant Secretary of Defense for
International Security Affairs formed a study group to review the nature
of the terrorist threat, determine its implications for the Department
of Defense, and survey existing DOD organizations, resources, policies,
plans, programs, and directives which deal with the problem. The effort
was intended to assist in understanding how terrorism affects Defense
and what the Department is doing about it, and to develop a basis for
determining what, If any, additional action should be taken.

(FOUO) The study prepared by this group (less Annexes and Tabs) entitled
"Department of Defense Measures to Cope with Terrorism" is at Tab B. It

shows that major elements ¡n the Department are concerned about the terror-
ist problem and have initiated, within their areas of responsibility,
effective programs and actions to deal with most facets of it. However,
two aspects of the over-all Defense response give me concern. Organiza-
tionally, no single office has been charged with coordination of the
Department's policies and programs vis-a-vis terrorism. Substantively,
It appears that our effort to protect Defense personnel abroad from
terrorist acts is not as comprehensive or systematic as it might be.
To meet this latter concern, we are developing a DOD Directive which
will establish uniform DOD policies, assign responsibilities, and furnish
general guidance for the protection of our personnel abroad.

(u) At Tab A is a memorandum prepared to ensure coordination of the
Department's policies and programs to cope with the problem of terrorism.
It assigns this task to the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Interna-
tional Security Affairs who, I believe, is the appropriate official for
this responsibility. The President has designated the Secretary of State
as the Chairmen of the Cabinet Committee to Combat Terrorism (CCCI), 0.ur,q
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two aspects of the over-all Defense response give me concern. Organiza­
tionally, no single office has been charged with coordination of the 
Department's policies and programs vis-a-vis terrorism. Substantively, 
It appears t~at our effort to protect Defense personnel abroad from 
terrorist acts is not as comprehensive or systematic as it might be. 
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will establish uniform DOD policies, assign responsibilities, and furnish 

. general guidance for the protection of our personnel abroad. 

(U) At Tab A is a memorandum prepared to ensure coordination of the 
Department's policies and programs to cope with the problem of terrorism. 
It assigns this task to the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Interna­
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responsible for considering the most effective means by which to
prevent terror4sm here and abroad,sl and taking the lead "in establish-
ing procedures to ensure that our government can take appropriate
action in response to acts of terrorism swiftly and effectively."
OASD/ISA represents the Department of Defense on the working group of
the CCCT, which is also chaired by a State Department official. OASD/ISA
has, therefore, been Involved in virtually all aspects of the USG response
to terrorism.

(U) RECOMMENDATION: That you sign the memorandum at Tab A, assigning
to the Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) the responsibility to
coordinate for you DOD policies and programs to cope with the problem
of terrorism.
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OASD/ISA represents the Department of Defense on the working group of 
the CCCT, which is also chaired by a State Department official. OASD/ISA 
has, therefore, been involved in virtually all aspects of the USG response 
to terrorism. 

(U) RECOMMENDATION: That you sign the memorandum at Tab A, assigning 
to the Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) the responsibility to 
coordinate for you DOD policies and programs to cope with the problem 
of terrorism. 

Secretary of the Army 

Secretary of the Navy 

Secretary of the Air F 

ATSD (Atomic Energy) ~ 
Director, OrA Concurs 

~r-=~ 

~ attached memo} 
,I 

tAPR ~76 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

FOll OFFICli\L USE ONLY 




